
PLAY WIMBLEDON
Co-design process for new public spaces in Wimbledon Town Centre.
St Mark’s Place and junction New Wimbledon Theatre. 
October 2018 – March 2019.
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METHODOLOGY

Analysis

Campaign for advertising the co-design 
process and the events

Temporary installations

Co-design workshops

Further correspondence with residents

Collecting responses and ideas

Preliminary design

Meeting with residents and feedback

Meeting with Love Wimbledon BID and 
feedback

Revised proposals

.
Sharing the revised proposals

Presentation in the Wimbledon Community 
Forum

Next steps
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PLAY AS AN ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY INTERVIEWS

LISTENINGMAPPING PROPOSALS

TESTING POSSIBILITIES IN A MODEL

DISCUSSING CATALOGUE OF POSSIBILITIES

PARTICIPATORY PAINTING HARVESTING IDEAS

CO-DESIGN WORKSHOP - NEW WIMBLEDON THEATRE JUNCTION

PLAY WIMBLEDON CO-DESIGN MAP ST MARK’S PLACES. COLLAGE OF RESPONSES FROM CO-DESIGN WORKSHOP
What are your main concerns about St Mark’s Place?
What should change or should be improved?
What should not change?

010 5

Litter

Drinking in hidden places

Not to become a further extension of the pub

Is not used
No frontage

Drinkers
Very hard/urban

Remove/ban “TO LET” signs

Getting more people into St Mark’s PlaceEnclosure: separate from the drinkers
Community ownership and maintenance Organise a planting activity

Sense of belonging

More greenery!
Use during winter?

Maintenance?

Pop-up shops

Public art

Planters

Coffee tablesMore footfall Flexible space
Activities for health and wellbeing

Benches

Combination of seating and plating

Vehicular access to St Mark’s Church car-park

Water features

Organic forms
Materials compatible with brickSpeakers corner

St Mark’s Place sign

Cycle racksContinue the line of planters of the pub

Keep lamp posts, but with brighter light
No gambling

Keep wall lamp posts and add more

Keep this tree

Do not block view of the church

“A clean and pleasant place to pause, rest and relax”
“A family field”

Replace lost trees

Public picnic tables

Level the pavement

Stage for pop-up performances

“A secret garden” “A courtyard” “An italian piazza”
Smooth flooring

Beach area in the summer

Market stall 
for fruit

More market
stalls/spaces

CO-DESIGN 
WORKSHOPS

The co-design workshops used a mix of 
participatory methods to engage participants. 
The methods included:
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FURTHER CORRESPONDANCE WITH PARTICIPANTS

PHOTOS FROM MANCHESTER SENT BY A WIMBLEDON RESIDENT. PHOTOS FROM THE WEST END, LONDON, 
SENT BY A WIMBLEDON RESIDENT.
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COLLECTING RESPONSES AND IDEAS

CO-DESIGN WORKSHOP - NEW WIMBLEDON THEATRE JUNCTION

PLAY WIMBLEDON CO-DESIGN MAP ST MARK’S PLACES. COLLAGE OF RESPONSES FROM CO-DESIGN WORKSHOP
What are your main concerns about St Mark’s Place?
What should change or should be improved?
What should not change?

010 5

Litter

Drinking in hidden places

Not to become a further extension of the pub

Is not used
No frontage

Drinkers
Very hard/urban

Remove/ban “TO LET” signs

Getting more people into St Mark’s PlaceEnclosure: separate from the drinkers
Community ownership and maintenance Organise a planting activity

Sense of belonging

More greenery!
Use during winter?

Maintenance?

Pop-up shops

Public art

Planters

Coffee tablesMore footfall Flexible space
Activities for health and wellbeing

Benches

Combination of seating and plating

Vehicular access to St Mark’s Church car-park

Water features

Organic forms
Materials compatible with brickSpeakers corner

St Mark’s Place sign

Cycle racksContinue the line of planters of the pub

Keep lamp posts, but with brighter light
No gambling

Keep wall lamp posts and add more

Keep this tree

Do not block view of the church

“A clean and pleasant place to pause, rest and relax”
“A family field”

Replace lost trees

Public picnic tables

Level the pavement

Stage for pop-up performances

“A secret garden” “A courtyard” “An italian piazza”
Smooth flooring

Beach area in the summer

Market stall 
for fruit

More market
stalls/spaces

CO-DESIGN MAP ST MARK’S PLACE. COLLAGE OF RESPONSES FROM CO-DESIGN WORKSHOP.
What are your main concerns about St Mark’s Place?
What should change or should be improved?
What should not change?
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Green planting instead of bollards Flower beds to close the traffic Widen the pavement
Community group to own and maintain the spaceMini farmers market

Fish shop

Extend activites of the Theatre

Meeting point

Cheese shop

Regular seating spaces: good for mental health
Pansies

Protect edges with greenery

Enhance Wimbledon Theatre’s view

Protected cycle lanes
Shopping by bike

More public space A pedestrian town centre like Ghent
More car-park

Putting cycling and pedestrian firstMake it difficult to drive

Keep the feeling of being in a small town

Car-park for the theatre

Adverts on lamp posts
Keep the cobbles

Brilliant transport connections
Small independent shopsThe charm of Wimbledon

Keep the car-park behind the Theatre

Make this frontage more attractive

Lower footfall from here >> Needs more attractive, independent shops and restaurants 

Air quality

Ugly junction Confusing junction

Difficult to park your car

No trees Safety for pedestrians and kids

No greenery

Needs a bigger sense of community

Shops are not great

Lack of cycling provision

Everything that opens is a cafe or a estate agent

Crowding, congestion

Cars take all the space

Pop-up bars
Pop-up ticket box

Food trucks

Small trees

Accessible to everyone

Paving using the form of the Theatre’s curve

“A lovely sunny spot”

Brink design, not colours

Pop-up shelter
Adaptable/movable

Places to sit outside
More greenery

Shade for hot summers

“An intimate space, where people feel comfortable being exposed”

A place that invites people to sit

Trees framing, not blocking the Theatre

More seating A green space
More green around the benches

Don’t hide the theatre with trees >> Small green

CO-DESIGN WORKSHOP - NEW WIMBLEDON THEATRE JUNCTION

PLAY WIMBLEDON CO-DESIGN MAP ST MARK’S PLACES. COLLAGE OF RESPONSES FROM CO-DESIGN WORKSHOP
What are your main concerns about St Mark’s Place?
What should change or should be improved?
What should not change?

CO-DESIGN MAP JUNCTION NEW WIMBLEDON THEATRE. COLLAGE OF RESPONSES FROM CO-DESIGN WORKSHOP.
What are your main concerns about the junction in New Wimbledon Theatre?
What should change or should be improved?
What should not change?
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PRELIMINARY DESIGN
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FLOOR PLAN NEW WIMBLEDON THEATRE JUNCTION - SCALE 1:100

PLAY WIMBLEDON 
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MEETING WITH RESIDENTS TO DISCUSS PROPOSALS
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REVISED PROPOSAL ST MARK’S PLACE
REDESIGNING THE PLANTER
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ST MARK’S PLACE
PERSPECTIVE
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ST MARK’S PLACE
AXONOMETRIC VIEW

CONCERNS RAISED BY RESIDENTS:

Trees.

Enhancement of the conservation area as part of the improvements.

Concerns on night safety.

Concerns about the cost of the pavement. 

Vehicular access from/to St Mark’s Church, freight vehicles and 
rubbish collection. 

St Mark’s Church ‘sight lines’.

Flexibility.

Design of the kiosks.

Durable materials.

Events on stage no later than 10:30pm.
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REVISED PROPOSAL JUNCTION NEW WIMBLEDON THEATRE

1 32 4 5 6
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JUNCTION NEW WIMBLEDON THEATRE 
PERSPECTIVE
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JUNCTION NEW WIMBLEDON THEATRE
AXONOMETRIC VIEW

Concerns on the size of the road and the interaction between 
cyclists, cars, pedestrians and buses.

Green corridor in Kings Road. 

CONCERNS RAISED BY RESIDENTS:

Concerns of the placement of sitting areas near the road. 

Concerns on the lack of greening. 
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
In 2019/2020, Merton Council will seek funding to build these two new public spaces. Before 
these public spaces are built, the following steps should be followed:

Consultation

Detailed design

Collective greening and maintenance

P
age 45



T
his page is intentionally left blank


	5 Play Wimbledon and Masterplan Update



